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This evening I want to talk 
about steps that are being taken 
to avert what could become a serious 
health problem in the not very distafrt 
(future. This concerns the metropolitan 
sewerage system. Although this may 
sound a rather unsavoury subject it 
is no good trying to avoid facing 
up to a very necessary service and 
frankly discussing certain problems. 
There is no doubt that one o 
the most important needs of a city 
the collection and disposal of 
^ousehold and industrial waste 
material to preserve the health and 
living standards of citizens. 
In the Adelaide area'alone 
nearly $66 million is invested in 
sewerage works. There are over 
2,000 miles of sewer mains and about 
100 additional miles are laid every 
year. This system-serves 221,000 
houses and last year alone, another 
seven and a half thousand houses 
were connected. 
However, many of the trunk 
sewers still in use today were 
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laid in the period from 1880 to 1900, 
and although they have given excellei 
service, many of them are severely 
overloaded and in a poor structural 
^condition. They have coped with a 
vast increase in the population and 
industrial development "but now urgent 
action must "be taken to replace 
certain important mains. 
One of the latest steps 
taken is to overcome the difficulty 
in keeping a check on underground 
conditions of the pipelines. In the 
past this has meant digging down to 
^nem at considerable cost and incon-
venience. Now approval has been 
given to the purchase of a closed 
circuit television system whereby a 
camera can indicate the condition 
inside the pipe. . 
Major reorganisations of the 
sewerage system have recently commenced 
to modernise certain sections and to 
cope with the increase in population, 
not only from the development in new 
suburbs, but the tendency to higher 
population densities in the inner 
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suburbs resulting from the erection 
of flats and home units. 
Several major reorganisation 
schemes have been investigated by th^ 
Public Works Standing Committee 
a^nd approved by the Government in 
recent years. 
Now another major scheme has 
been prepared for consideration by tl 
Public Works Standing Committee. 
This is going to cost $1,085,000 and 
will concern the system serving near 
western and a portion of the southeri. 
suburbs. 
0 The trunk sewer known as the 
Government Road sewer extends from 
Henley Beach Road along the South 
Road, Port Road and Days Road. This 
was originally laid in 1899 to serve 
adjacent areas and as a relief for 
flooding in the Goodwood area. This 
had a very flat grade with a 
consequently slow rate of flow. This 
slow movement caused the generation 
of hydrogen sulphide gas which has 
eaten through the concrete. 
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Many collapses have occurred MCU 
in recent years resulting in 
inconvenience to the public and 
expensive repairs have had to be 
made. 
This health hazard can now be 
removed thanks to the construction 
of the new treatment works at Bolivdr. 
It is now possible to discharge the 
sewage into a trunk sewer at Regencj 
Road at a depth of feet. This 
compares favourably with the origin?, 
ground level discharge. The 
increased depth means that the new 
^^Lesign can incorporate much better 
grades with a consequently faster 
flow and less gas generation to 
corrode the pipes. 
It is proposed that the two MAP 
i 
sewers in Days Road will be replacec. 
by one new line from Regency Road, 
along Days Road, Liberton Avenue, 
Rosetta Street and Frederick Street 
and across the River Torrens. This 
will eliminate the present unsafe sowers 
and provide sufficient capacity to 
avoid flooding in adjacent areas. 
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At present terms of reference 
are being prepared for submission to 
the Parliamentary Committee on 
Public Works. It is a very 
important matter in preserving the 
^^public health and will be treated 
as an urgent one. 
GOOD NIGHT. 
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